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Role of Government and the Impact of Politics
Government and politics are common concepts in contemporary society. The term government can be described as a group of people given the authority to govern or rule a state. Government is important due to many reasons. For instance, the government ensures that human rights are protected at all costs. The government also protects the rule of law. This means that laws are applied equally among individuals in the country. The other roles of the government include the provision of public services and maintaining god foreign relationships with other countries. It is also crucial to note that politics is part and parcel of the government. The U.S. government has increased its spending over the years, thus proving its commitments to serve citizens in varied sectors of the economy (Gwartney, Stroup, Sobel, & Macpherson, 2014). Most of the people in government occupy those positions after being voted in by citizens. Various government agencies and departments play a crucial role in the economy. The paper will critically examine government agencies, departments, and regulations such as the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Trade and Development Agency, the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, and the Food and Drug Administration.
The U.S. Department of Commerce
The U.S. Department of Commerce mainly emphasizes economic growth. This department has put in place several interventions to ensure that the country experiences rapid economic growth. One of the necessary or relevant interventions of the U.S. Department of Commerce is that it is involved in the provision of grants to support economic activities across the country. Some of the agencies and programs under the U.S. Department of Commerce that are concerned with the provision of technical assistance and grants include the Economic Development Administration and Marketing Development Cooperator Program (Ellwood, 2018). One of the advantages of this intervention is that it fosters community development. The act of providing grants and technical assistance to the local communities in various states is important since it enables these regions to acquire resources to develop their areas. Some of these aspects of development include improvement of infrastructure such as roads, thus enhancing the movement of goods and services. This intervention is also important because it creates a lot of jobs in the country. Most private investors are likely to use these grants from the government to establish businesses, which in turn leads several people into employment. Therefore, this intervention improves economic conditions in economically distressed places. On the other hand, this intervention is disadvantageous because it only favors certain regions. For instance, the government cannot provide grants and technical assistance to all American communities. Even though many Americans submit grant proposals to the federal government, only a few people manage to access this package (Ellwood, 2018). I agree with this intervention because it is mainly aligned towards economic growth and development in the country. For example, this intervention favors many youths and unemployed people since it creates employment opportunities in many regions. It is important to understand that this intervention is greatly impacted by politics. Some of the politicians are able to influence the authorities in this department to provide grants to some regions that support their vision and mission. This means that politicians can easily influence decision-making processes regarding the distribution of government resources.
The U.S. Trade and Development Agency
One of this agency's interventions is assisting American companies, especially those operating in private sectors, to acquire projects in developing countries. One of the pros of this intervention is that it helps in improving the U.S. export rate. For example, developing countries such as those in the African continent are always willing to import American products since they have good relationships with the existing U.S. private companies (Taneja & Bimal, 2020). These ties are crucial in promoting trade relations among these countries. Therefore, U.S. benefits from this intervention by achieving a positive balance of payment when its exports exceed the imports. The disadvantage of this intervention is that many companies incur a lot of costs when imported products are returned. I agree with this intervention because it widens opportunities for American products overseas. This intervention is also essential because it creates jobs for Americans who travel to developing countries to execute various developmental projects. The political process also influences this intervention to a greater extent. Legislators can force the government to cut ties with countries that do not support their ideologies. For instance, the American government increased tariffs on Chinese products due to poor relations. Such trade laws can negatively impact countries that are allied to China. 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act
Sarbanes-Oxley Act was enacted in 2002 to promote accounting reforms. One of the interventions in this Act is the promotion of corporate responsibility with regard to financial reporting. This intervention required all CFOs and CEOs of respective organizations to review financial reports to ensure that they do not entail misrepresentations. This intervention is important because it improves the auditing process in an organization. Through this intervention, the management will always ensure that there is thorough auditing of financial documents or transactions to prevent any error in the system (Chu & Hsu, 2018). One of the disadvantages of this intervention is that most of the organizations do not comply with this intervention since they believe that it is ineffective. I disagree with this intervention because it has failed to protect shareholders in various companies from fraud. For example, contemporary American society experiences many cases of financial fraud, even though many companies still observe this law. This law is subject to political elements. It is apparent that some influential politicians fail to observe internal auditing procedures because they aim to evade taxes. 
Food and Drug Administration
Food and Drug Administration is a federal agency that focuses on health and human services. One of the FDA's regulations is in relation to the manufacturing of vaccines. FDA requires drug companies to test the vaccines in three phases and on thousands of human participants (Krause et al., 2020). One of the pros of this intervention is that it ensures that the vaccines produced are safe and effective. On the other hand, this intervention is disadvantageous because it requires thousands of human participants that are hard to obtain. Many people are afraid of volunteering for vaccine testing. I disagree with this intervention because it is time-consuming. The FDA should allow drug companies to conduct their tests with few human participants who meet inclusion criteria to avoid waste of time. This intervention is prone to political influence. For instance, many people believe that President Trump influenced the manufacturing of Covid-19 vaccines. Even though this vaccine was supposed to take a long time before being available in the market, the administration ensured that it is available as early as possible to win public trust.
Conclusion
To sum up, the government is an organization that plays a critical role in the economy. Some of these roles include the provision of grants and technical assistance, improving international trade relations, improving export rates, and making laws to promote accountability and transparency. The U.S. government spends a lot of revenue in various sectors of the economy to meet public needs. Therefore, the government should always ensure that its involvement in the economy promotes more benefits than harm. 
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